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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the communication filed on August 30, 2001 , 
which paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-26 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1,9,1 3-1 5, 1 7, 1 9, 20, 22, 24, and 25 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Anvekar et al (hereinafter Anvekar), U.S. Patent 
No. 6,684,072. 

Regarding to claim 1 , Anvekar discloses a method for prepaying roaming 
minutes, comprising the steps of: 

crediting a user's account with prepaid roaming minutes (figures 5-6 and column 

5. lines 5-35, e.g. account holder has prepaid roaming account includes the prepaid 
account balance); 

subtracting roaming minutes from the user's account when calls are made 
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outside the home calling area defined by the user's calling plan (column 6, lines 55-63, 
a successful roaming call is monitored in real-time, the prepaid account balance is 
decremented in real-time according to usage). 

Regarding to claim 9, Anvekar further discloses wherein said subtracting step 
further comprises the step of: subtracting roaming minutes from the user's account 
when calls are made outside the home calling area defined by the user's calling plan if 
the roaming minutes were credited to the user's account at least a pre- defined time 
before the time that the call was made (column 6, lines 55-63, a successful roaming call 
is monitored in real-time, the prepaid account balance is decremented in real-time 
according to usage) . 

Regarding to claim 13, Anvekar further discloses notifying the user when a call is 
roaming (column 6, lines 40-50). 

Regarding to claim 14, Anvekar further discloses notifying the user of roaming 
minutes in the roaming minutes account (column 8, lines 15-25). 

Regarding to claim 1 5, Anvekar discloses a system for prepaying roaming 
minutes, comprising: a computer, and a software program loaded onto said computer 
configured to credit a user's account with prepaid roaming minutes and subtract 
roaming minutes from the user's account when calls are made outside the home calling 
area defined by the user's calling plan (figure 4 and column 4, lines 38-60, the central 
prepaid accounts data center 400). 
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Regarding to claims 17 and 19, Anvekar further discloses wherein said computer 
network is configured to allow a user to access the user 1 s account using voice mail 
(column 8, lines 15-25). 

Regarding to claim 20, Anvekar discloses a system for prepaying roaming 
minutes, comprising: a telephone, and a software program loaded onto said telephone 
configured to credit a user's account with prepaid roaming minutes and subtract 
roaming minutes from the user's account when calls are made outside the home calling 
area defined by the user's calling plan (figure 1 and column 3, lines 60-62, a roaming 
wireless phone 190). 

Regarding to claims 22 and 24, Anvekar further discloses a computer network in 
communication with said telephone and configured for allowing the user to access the 
account using voice mail (column 8, lines 15-25). 

Regarding to claim 25, Anvekar discloses wherein said telephone is a wireless 
telephone (figure 1 and column 3, lines 60-62, a roaming wireless phone 190). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 2-8,10-12, 16, 18, 21, 23, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Anvekar et al (hereinafter Anvekar), U.S. Patent No. 
6,684,072. 

Regarding to claims 2-3, 16, and 21, Anveka does not disclose crediting prepaid 
roaming minutes at a discounted rate proportional to the time purchased. However, 
crediting prepaid roaming minutes at a discounted rate proportional to the time 
purchased is well known in the art. For example, the telephone service provider can 
offer to the purchaser a discounted rate based on the minutes purchased (volume 
discounted rate). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Anveka's to adopt the feature above for 
the purpose of encouraging the purchaser to buy more minutes from the provider. 

Regarding to claim 4, Anveka does not disclose crediting a user's account with 
prepaid roaming minutes periodically. However, crediting a user's account with prepaid 
roaming minutes periodically is well known in the art. For example, a telephone calling 
card can be recharged periodically. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Anveka's to adopt 
the feature above for the purpose of enabling the purchaser to take advantage of that to 
place calls. 

Regarding to claim 5, Anveka does not disclose receiving a purchase order for 
roaming minutes from a user. However, receiving a purchase order for roaming minutes 
from a user is well known in the art. For example, a purchaser can purchase a calling 
card, a calling plan from a telephone provider. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
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one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Anveka's 
to adopt the feature above for the purpose of enabling the purchaser to place roaming 
calls. 

Regarding to claim 6, Anveka does not disclose receiving a code before dialing a 
roaming call to access the user's account. However, receiving a code before dialing a 
roaming call to access the user's account is well known in the art. For example, when a 
purchaser makes calls using a calling card, the purchaser usually dials 800 toll-free 
number and then requested to enter PIN recorded on the card. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Anveka's to adopt the feature above for the purpose of enhancing the security. 

Regarding to claims 7-8, Anveka does not disclose deleting the roaming minutes 
after a predetermined time, wherein the predefined time is about six months. However, 
deleting the roaming minutes after a predetermined time, wherein the predefined time is 
about six months. For example, a prepaid telephone calling card is set for usage within 
a period of time, e.g. three months, six months, after that the card is expired. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Anveka's to adopt the feature above for the purpose of encourage 
the purchaser to make calls within a predefined time period. 

Regarding to claim 10, Anveka does not disclose wherein the pre-defined time 
credited to the user's account is about one month. However, it is well known in the art to 
set pre-defined time after minutes credited to the user's account. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
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made to modify Anveka's to adopt the feature above for the purpose of ensuring the 
purchaser has sufficient credit to make a call. 

Regarding to claims 11-12, Anveka does not disclose crediting a user's account 
with a block of prepaid roaming minutes, wherein the block of prepaid roaming minutes 
is in increments of at least about 10 minutes. However, crediting a user's account with a 
block of prepaid minutes is well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Anveka's to adopt the feature above for the purpose of providing more easier in 
calculating purchased price. 

Regarding to claims 18 and 23, Anveka does not disclose wherein said software 
is further configured to protect the user account with a password. However, protecting 
the user account with a password is well known in the art. For example, the user 
requires to enter password before allow the user access to the user's account. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Anveka's to adopt the feature above for the security 
purpose. 

Regarding to claim 26, Anveka does not disclose wherein said telephone is a 
digital telephone. However, using digital telephone for making calls is well known in the 
art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Anveka's to adopt the feature above for the purpose 
of providing more convenient to the use when using digital telephone in making calls. 
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Conclusion 

7. Claims 1-26 are rejected. 

8. The prior arts made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Hanson (US 6,625,438) discloses prepay telecommunications system. 

Hanson (US 6516,194) discloses system for controlling and monitoring a 
wireless roaming call. 

Hanson (US 6,029,062) discloses prepay telecommunications system with 
unregistered roaming call processing. 

McGregor (US 6,650,887) disclose mobile phone system with host processor 
coordination and internal mobile phone accounting capabilities. 

Nguyen et al. (US 6,607067) disclose prepayment method utilizing credit 
information stored in mobile terminals for accessing wireless telecommunication 
networks. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
9:00AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on (571 ) 272-6799. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 

10. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/o Technology Center 3600 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 (for formal communication intended for entry), 

or 

(571 ) 273-0325 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Knox building, 501 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA, First Floor (Receptionist). 




NGA NGUYEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



March 15,2006 



